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THE ANCIENT CHUKCHES-No. III. 

* 

THE COUN'CIL OF CHALCEDON. 

In the latter end of September, a.d. 451, the eastern shore 
of the Bospborus was the scene of an unusaal aciivity , 

A hundred and twenty years had elapsed since Constan- 
tine the Great had transferred the seat of empire from old 
Rome to the site of the ancient Byzantium. Eight suc- 
cessive emperors had enlarged and enriched their " new 
Rome' with costly palaces and buildings worthy of the 
metropolis of the world. Though the rising sun did not, 
indeed, then gild the cupola of the superb temple of St. 
Sophia, or glitter amid the minarets of the mosques of 
Solyinan or Achinel,' Constantinople had even then its 
Capitol and other public edifices worthy of the seat of the 
empire of the world, and was divided into fourteen quar- 
ters, in resemblance of its more ancient prototype. 

It is not, however, to the great metropulis of the East, or 
to the boundless wtalth heaped into its bosom from the 
countless shipping encircled by its Golden Horn (perhaps 
the safdst and most commodious harbour in the wurlii), 
that we would now invite the attention of our readers. 
The point of attraction, at the moment we have chosen, 
was not the seat of empire, where reposed the Empress 
Fuicheria and her husband Marci.^n, but the opposite 
shore of the Bospbortis, where a colony of the Megarians, 
685 years B.C., had founded a city, not far form the modern 
suburb of Scutari, and wliich is still known to the Gieeks 
by its old name of Ckalcedon, but, we believe, at the pre- 
sent day called by the Turks Kadi-Keui. 

Upon tlie death of Thcodosius II., which had taken 
place only the year before, liis sister Pulcheria had been 
nnanlmously proclaimed Empress of the East, and the 
Romans for the first time submitted to a female reign. She 
gave her hand to, and invested with the imperial purple, 
Marcian, a senator, whose wise and firm administration, 
at no distant period, proved him well qualified to restore 
and invigorate an empire which had been almost dissolved 
by the weakness of two hereditary monarcbs. Nor was 
the state of (he Christian Church less critical. 

The Nestorian heresy had scarcely been suppressed by 
the General Council of Ephesus, when the Eutjcbian 
heresy (which ilenied the human natt;re of our Blessed 
Lord) sprang up, and, in the opinion of the Emperor, 
called for a similar and an equally soletnn condemnation. 
Pope Leo I. (who then filled ilie see of ancient Rome), it 
is true, was averse to holding a Council, and bad done his 
utmost with the preceding emperor, Thcodosius, first to 
dissuade him from convening it at all, and subsequently, 
when he found that the Council was determined on, not- 
withstanding his remonstrances, to persuade him to hold it 
in Italy. In June, a.d. 449, he wrote both to Flavianus, 
at that time Bishop of Constantinople, and to the Emperor 
Thcodosius himself,"' to express his opinion upon this sub- 
ject, and to excuse himselffrom personal attendance at it, 
and in October in the same year he wrote to both Thco- 
dosius and his sister Fuicheria, strongly urging that the 
Council should be held in Italy.« What Thcodosius might 

a The Christian Temple of St. Sophia (since converted into a 
Mosque, which is said to contain 100,000 persona conveniently) was 
not tjuilt tili the 6th century. It was in U53, just 1002 years after the 
period of our narrative, that Constautinopie was finally taiten by the 
Turks under Mahomet II.; the last of its £mperor8, Constantino 
Palceolo^ns, failing in the breach by wliicb the enemy entered. 

b Epistles xvi. and xrii., Lsbhe aid Coss., tom. ir., p, tj-t, 
£piitle< xz. nod xxi., Idem p. 4$. 



have done had he lived we have no means now of deter- 
mining j but it is certain that his successor, Marcian, 
peremptorily resolved that it should not be held in Italy, 
as desired by Leo, but that it should meet in the East. 
He first appointed September 1st, 451, for its meeting at 
Nice ; but bavint: subsequently determined to attend the 
proposed Council in person, he changed the intended seat 
of the assembly to Chalecdon, and it was not till late in the 
month of September, 451 , that the Bishops began to assemble 
on the shores of the Bosphorus, in obedience, it will be 
noted, not t'> any Papal, but to the Imperial mandate. 

The first meeting of what in the event proved to be by 
far the greatest Council ever assembled in the Chri>tian 
world was, in fact, held on the 8th of October, a.d. 451. 
The number of Bishops who attended is commonly reckoned 
at 630. Pope Leo, in his 77th epistle to the French 
bishops, stales them as GOO or thereabouts, Libcratus'' 
and Photius' reckon them at 630. Allowing, howevei-, fur 
some exaggeration, and even confusii^n, in the figures, it 
is certain that a greater number of Bishops nttinded than 
at any of the preceding; Councils of Nice, Constantinople, 
or Ephesus, or at the long subsequent and scarcely more 
notoiious Council of Trent. 

The Council was held in the great Church of St. Euphe- 
mia at Chiilcedon, the Emperoi's commissioned olhcers 
and counsellors of state,' who were to direct all llieir 
moiions, being present, and stated in the middle of the 
Council, near the rails of the altar. On their left hand 
were Paschasinus, Bishop of Lilylajum in Sicily, and 
Lucciilius, Bishop of Ascoli (Asculanum) in Italy, and 
the priest Boniface, thi- legates t.f I lie sec ol Home ; then 
Anatolius, Bi.-hiip of Constiintinople ; nnd after him Maxi- 
mtis, Biihop of Antiocli ; Tlialassius of Cajstirea, Stephen 
of Ephisus, and all the Bishops of the Easiei n diocese-, ex- 
icjjt those of Palestine, with the Bishoiis of tlic dioccs s of 
Ponius, Asia, and Thrace, of wliich those that we have 
named were Exarchs or Pairiarchs. Upon their riglit hand 
were Dioscorus, Bishop of Alexiindiia; Jiivemii, Bishop 
of Jerus:ilcm ; Qtiiiiliilus of Heradca, and Peter of Corinth, 
with the Bishops of jEgypt, Illyria, and I'alesiiiie. 

It i,-. not our intention to attempt to follow tliisgreat Council 
thioiigh its sixteen sessions, in which Dioseorus of Alex- 
andria was deposi-il ; Juvenal of Jerusalem :iiid four others 
successively deposed and reinstated ; ihe C.;noiis of the pre- 
Ciding Councils confirmed and ciij lined to be observed ; a 
Confession of Faith drawn up ami signed by ad the Bishop«, 
and read on 25ih November, in presence of ilie Eni[)eror 
himself, in which our Blessed Lord is prochiimed to le 
" the Son of God ; perfect God and perfect mun, consub- 
slantial with God as to His divinity, and with man accord- 
ing to his humanity, in whom there are, therefore, two 
natures, the properties whereof do sub.iist in and agree to 
one an*i the smie person, who is not divided inio two, but 
is one Jesus Chi ist, as is said in the Nicene Creed.'' 

Nor are we about to dilate upon the important canons, 
ever since admitted by the universal Cliurch as binding, 
such as those salutary constitu ions which denounce simony, 
lorbid the clergy to hire farms or engage themselves in 
worldly affairs, prohibit ordintition without a Church tiile, 
forbid pluralities and non-residence, and require bene- 
deccssks and letters recommendatory for all clergymen from 
their Bishops, in case of change; tliougb these wise and 
wholesome canons of the Council of Chalcedon are still 
recognised as law by the whole Church of Christ, and 
prove the wi.sdom and the spirit of the great lucn who 
ifere engaged in its proceedings. 

What we desire at present is to set before our readers in 
a clear and candid manner what these same prelates did in 
another matter of most solemn interest, bearing not very 
indirectly on th« vexed question of the supremacy of Rome 
— a question then, indeed, but feebly and covertly raised 
and insisted on, il)ou:;h for so many ages afterwards un- 
settled between the Bishops of that see, on the one band, 

■* Labbe and Cossarr, tom. iv.. p. 984. 

' iiibliothcca Jur, Can. Vet. Voellus et Justellos, tcm. ii., p. 1116. 
Pliotiua de Synodis, Cone. iv. 

' Labbe aud Cossart, vol. iv., p. 78, and p. 325, enamerate their 
n;imeaaiid high-soundinK titles. The " most maifniflcent and glorious" 
.-\uatcliu.'<, Master of the horse, ex-Consul and pa'rician, Palladius, 
the Prelect of the sacred praatorium, Tallin, prefect of the city, Vln- 
cotnalus, Master of the sacred offlcea, Sporatius, Cotmt of the house- 
hold, and numerous oilicrs, all ^'most magnificent anilmosi glorious." 
Genethlius, Fiorentius, Monnus, Prologenes, Zoilun, Theoaonis, Apol- 
loQius, Romanus, Artaxerxes, Euiogins, &c., whose offices could 
scarcely be intelligible to a modern reader, but who were all laymen 
aad imntrM not (t^mttK^ «ffi««» »( Mate, 



and the Churches of the rest of Christendom on the other. 
We have on more than one occasion before pointed out the 
distinction which existed between the views of the Roman 
Poniilfs as to their own position and rights, on the ona 
hand, and the resistance of other Churches to what they 
deemed usurpation and encroachment on the other, and we 
think that the proceedings of the Council of Chalcedon 
afford a striking commentary upon the opinions of the 
Church in general at that period. We, of course, allade 
particularly to what is so well known as the 28th canon of 
the Council in question. 

- The 28ih canon of the Council of Chalcedon, like all 
other canons of the universal Church, was in Greek. We 
have two old Latin translations of it. The oldest v\ c tran- 
scribe from the ancient Codex of Justellus and Voellus, 
marking merely the places where there is any difference of 
the least importance between it and that given in the work 
of the Jesuit editors, Labbe and Cossart, to whose invalu- 
able edition of the General Councils wo have so often had 
occasion to refer in our pages. The Latin text is as fol- 
lows : — 

" Ub'que Sanctorum Fatrum delinitloncs scquentes, et 
canonem (]ui nuper lectus est centum et quinquaginta 
L)eo aiiiantissimorum Episcoporura, [qui congregati sunt 
sub piae nienioriae Imperaiore Theodosio Magno, in regia 
eivitate Constautinopoli nova Soma (iv ry VaaMii 
VLuvQavrivHiroKu v'Kf. Pu/ty), omitted in Labbe and 
Coss., tom. iv., p. 709 ] ugno-centes, eadem quoque ot nog 
defiuimus et statuimusile piivilegiis ejusdeni sanctissimae 
Constantinopolitana) Ecclosias novte Konise. Eteuim 
sedi 8enioris Konio}, (antiqute llomai tlirono, L. and C.) 
quod urbsiilaimperaret. Patrcsjureprivilegiatribuerunt. 
Kt eadcni conideratione moti centum quinqu.aginta Dco 
aiuimtissitni Episcopi, tequa privilegia, (rti laa itptff- 
jiila,') (ooqualia privilegia, L. andC.) tribuurunt sanctis- 
S'lna! sedi novte KoniiB, rect6 judicanies, urbciu qtl« 
et iiiiperio ct Senalu honorata sit, et oequalibus privi- 
Icgiis cum seniorc regia Ilonia I'ruatur, ciiam in rebus 
Ecclcsiasticis non sccus ac ilia cxtolli ac magnificri, sc- 
cuudaiu post il'am existentem. Ut et Ponticoe, et 
AsianiB, ct Tliracicai dioeccseos Metropoliiaiii suli, 
prseterea ct qui sunt in barbarico, Episcopi praedictarum 
ilioeceseon ordineniur a prasdicto sanciissinio thruno 
sauciissiniaj Ccnstantinopolitana: Ecclcsia;. Niniirum 
uuoquoquc Metropolita earum ipsaium dioeccscon, una 
cum Episcopis provinoias ordinanto provineix Episcopos, 
ut divinis canonibus promulg.ituni est. Metropolitas 
vero earum dioeccscon, sicut dictum est, ordinari it Con- 
siaiitinopolitano Arehiepiscopo, elcctionibus conveuien- 
tibus secundum morem lactis, ct ad cum perlatis. '* 
Which, literally translated, is as follows : — 

" Everywhere following the decrees of the Holy Fathers, 
and acknowledging the canon(whichwas latelyread)of the 
1 50 Bishops, most beloved of God, who were assemble d under 
the Emperor Thcodosius the Great, of pious memory, in 
the royal city of Constantinople, new Rome, we also de- 
cree anil determine the same things concerning the privi- 
leges of the same most holy Church of Constantinople, «'.«., 
now Rome. Because the Fathers rightly accorded privi- 
leges to the see of ancient lionie, inasmuch as that city 
was the seat of empire. Moved also by the same consi- 
deration, the 150 Bishops, beloved of God, accorded equal 
privileges to the most holy see of new Konie, rightly 
judging that the city which was honored by the Empire and 
the Senate should butb enjoy equal privileges with the 
elder royal liomo, and also should, in ecclesiastical affairt, 
be extolled and magnified in no other manner, being 
second alter her. We also decree that the MetropolitanB 
of the dioceses of Fontus, Asia, and Thrace, as also the 
Bishops of their dioceses who are among the barba- 
rians, shall be ordained by the aforesaid most holy see of 
the most holy Church of Constantinople. To each of th» 
Metropolitans also of the same dioceses, together with tha 
Bishops of his province, it is allowed to ordain bishops, as it 
is proclaimed by the sacred canons. But the Metropolitans 
of these dioceses, as has been said, are to be ordained by 
the Archbishop of Constantinople, after the proper elections 
have been made according to custom, and reported to him." 

If G30 Bishops, or half the number, in a General Council, 



< Codex Canonnm Ecclesiss Universie Bibliotheca Juris CaaoDict 
Veteria opere et studio GuL Voelii et Ilenrici Jnstelll, p. 67, 68. Lntet 
Paris, 1661.— LabDs and Coss. Cone. Gener. tom. iv., p. 763, Lntet. 
* Paris, 1671. 
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THE CATH^*; LAYMAN. 



[April 15, 1858* 



■wluily ■ w w i .led. pwmoljiatMl an^ ■ d««r»v«rithoat 



Ibrce anUCaMil, it waaM be iawbu^neonctilg, furany: JiiT<*nal, Misbop of JerasHlan; l^alaraiua, SUhop ft 



ntioDalMniito eoniHid that ilw ■ JiwmI riiMfili. in tha 
middle ^ tte fitb tmtmj, noMpHM ray i%h( in tfea 
Chnrtli «r Base t»%e ik»ino«MlHMhni(iraa«f oil otiHer 
Churchei, or to poasesa anj other pririlrgca, dirine or 
Otberwiae, which it wai not m the power of ih« aasamHef 
Chorch cqaallf to beataw, if they law jnat-reacoD, npon 
aoTOtber. 

The decree, if lalii, distinctly reeoKnixed the first place 
in the Cbnrch ai hafing been accorded to ibe See of l{aaas; 
by the conient of the fathers of ihe Church, and not aa 
baring been • divine instituiii» of -Ghri!!* Hiaaalf. Itf 
farther assigned the reatoit why such prtrileses had been 
IB aacarJaA. via. : that ancient Bome ■»** ***» »*^ nt' "*' 
MSpire ; and proceeded tn confirin i what, in fitct. ha>l been 
tiimdy coiieedeU'b) ttie General Council of Consiantinnple 
■sore tiixn 8B years preceding) tguol priTileges t<i (he see 
tt Oonst«ntino|ile, upon the lilte greuads, Tiz. : that it 
was aaw the seat of empire, and ott'lu, therefijr<vto have 
4ie •■ me rank in <xcle*ias(icsl wlkich it hatl in srealiir 
«&ira,.aaving ocly the old pneerience of andant Jiaaie, 
Vhieb it was in tended sboald renuun as before. 

XT the Bishops of Clialcedua were ri^iht in their viesn 
■tKioa theee natters, whatever reaaon the Patriarchs of 
Alexamlria and Antioofa had lo complain of the oecand 
fhce in the <!>uin:h being assi^^ncd to the Church uf Con- 
.■tantian|>le, displaeiHg ilicrehy l&tir respective claim*, as 
■Opposed to hu rfcogniznl oi the Couuiil of Nice, it is 
obvious that tlie Bishops of Knme had none ;,;ind tre shall 
^od ill the sequel that Pupe Leo and his succe.'aora iin- 
Ajl^achi'd ibc vulidity of this net (2&h cansn of Chalcedun) 
.^pon ilie only grounds which, upon our view of the real 
nets, it was possible fur them to h.iTe oppased it nith tlie 
lightest C'duur uf reiisun, aivl nut upon the gioundu on 
.which llieir modem mlvucaiea have iliought it Qcediul and 
4Bpedient to dispute its va i<liiy for them. 
Of thia, however, laore beniifter. 
The first quesiiua obviously is, was this oanon really 
passed by the Bishops assemMed at Chalcedon ? ami if an, 
nexr, w;is it dene o|«iily Mn<l "cnn mirully," or "dancu* 
'Jxr^y,'' inid \yjfritait or force t These are serious questions 
df'tlie-KraTest historical interest and moment^ and disivie 
the most ranilid iinel cluse inve-^tigaiion of every si tutcnt 
Who would honestly, and wiihoui fear of cunseqaencea, 
nik the truih. 

The Koman editors ofiire ronnclls, following Binins, 
llfsert. no donbt, boUlg (not, i»<leeH, that ih s canun was 
•Utter patted by the Bishops of ChaiceHiin, for that would 
'kave been falsifieil by the letters of Popo Le>i hini.<elr, 
which we shall hercatter nfer to, but what, if true, wnuld 
have been of the same practical importance, ■w.Y. :) that it 
■^as' clandestinely and fraatMenify passol, or, as the pope's 
'ftenies tliemrelves asserted, its we shall see presently, 
tmcted hyf„rce. 

'I'hnc we may not understate or misrepresent the grounds 
6f impi-achment, we think it ri^ht to hler ti) iheverV wor''s 
of thf Papal ailrocntes, all of which nrif to lie found in the 
leami'il noik <if the Jesuits already referred to. 

In vol. IV., Labile and Cossari, p i)'J7, the note of 
' Severinus Binius (sub voce Sanctorum patrnin decreta) 
lissci ts iliat this canon ciinceriitns; the primacy of the 
Archlii-hiip of Constaniinnplc was clandestine and tarrep- 
titioun,^ which Aniitolin*, «iih ih« rest ot the Oritntala, 
bad procured tu be const ituted and deiTee'l, in order to 
obtain for him the pilmncy of hi« Church, the Papal 
IiSgntes being absent, a'ld conrrodicling it 1 1' 

The observation of the K<jinan oiiitors isjjtren at the 
foot of p. 76s of the same volume, in which i hey purport 
to account for Canons 28. &c., having been omitted from 
the collections of Diunysics Kni^iuis, and Isidore, And. atsu 
•oiM of the Ureck manuscripts, by stating iluK these 
canons were proposed to the Fathers of the Council, aad 
•otMrrrbol by them, tliiMUi:li theW/eannea/taa tni Jrand 
OfAnatollus of Cunsianiiiiopli-, ajier the Legates of lk» 
■Soman See had dyarttd from the CoancilJ 

Uii\ Ing thus .>aaied the clmrge (ilic Legates themselves, 
it will be seen, put the case somen hat ililTerently), let ns 
tee what the records ol theCouurU itstlf testify cuuctrniog 
.Ibe matter. 

The 2Bih canoa, it appear*, was passed in the fifteenth 
aession. hclil on the 31st October. The sixceentli session 
isaslielil on the next day, vis., the Kalends (or first day) 
•f Muveiiiber ; and we buve. fortooateiy, a full account of 
what tool: place oa that ocuasion la Latih. jaid Coss. (lom. 
Jr., p. TJl, et scqntnt). Aiiatoliiia the Master uf the 
Horse, PalUdius the Prailorian Prefect, Vincomilus 
Jlotter of tbo Sacred Offices; PaachasiiMis, Lneentius, 
•nd Boniface, the three Legates of Pupe Lco,.ther«ia it; led 



ICtssarea ; fli'ter, of Corinth : Jnlian,t:Bishop of &>o*, alio 
■n agoit of the See of Bone ^hent*i<icaaasedii Apoala 
liese 9 aaiarii- Boma), and tin rest 4if the Oawiil, beio^ 
present. 

'^re^jiWMv MK^Mlw^NtMvpat *iMPa^MMBSa'^V''WK WW-wWiW** 

selves, merely rendering into such simple Kniilish aa we 
■My (awl paobMblv sHne of oar more fastiirions - rosHrt 
may think too liienilly) what fell from the reKpective 
^ lisiii k a rs in La tin an dO^ek. The Li-gataa w are aafona- 
nalely unable to speak anytliin;; bat Latin, an'i wh.it they 



aaid was ioasequcmly tranUaied into 6t8<^k by 3eru- ,. >*aurojKUit«oa in the dioceses of Asia, Pontiia, and Thrace, 

nWjara«, thesrcrrtaryofcbe Divine Coaststory, wfanseted 'te:. ftc Tlieiie- t%fn<:s have been examined by us, bat let 

as interpreter on the occasion. t .. ■ . ., . .« 
The coiluquy opened as follows (Labbe and Coss., p. 



Archbishoy^ old Itome; Maxi noa. Bishop of Aniiuch ; 



793) :— 

The Most Ker. 'Bishops Paschasinns and Lucratiufi, 
'V4c»rs »f ibe aiKMolic see, arddrestiog the Imperial Com- 
mixKioncrs, said — 

" if it please your ' aumn'Scenee,' we bave aonetbing 
to any to you." 
' The " most glodons judgek'* replied— 

*' Speak what you daJre.'' 

PatchasiHus. — *' Yesterday, alfter yonr tnrdshtps hati 
risen, and our * humility' foli<iwe<l your Tontorps eertaia 
acts are said to have heen sped, which we consider' to bave 
lieen dune t^mtrary to tlio c<xIesUl^tieal canons and dis- 
cipline. We demand, therefore, itiat your • ma^ificencrf 
may order these thiiiys to be re-read, that all the broiher- 
hoixi may examine them, nheiher the tilings which have 
been done -were juHi-or unjust.** 

(Which words having l>een interpreted into Greek by 
B<!ninicianu3. llie Secretary of tliu Divine Consistory) the 
*' most fjjinrinus*' judges aaid — 

" If any acta were sped after our departure, let them be 
re-reail."' 

Before, bnwever, ibey were rehenreed, Aetiiis, the Arch- 
deacon of the •• Hilly" Cliiirch of Coiistantinirple, said — 

"It mil -t bc-conlesseil ; fur those ihin^s which pertained 
to the faith tiMik the proper, or. more sti icily, rvKntar 
form — but there is a custom in the CounciK Uiat after the 
|>riiic»(uU thiiK:S have been decreeil, certain other necessary 
matters arc also discussed and deult with. We, that is, 
^ tbo most holy Church of Conxtaiiiinopic, hail certain 
' thing.4 nhii-h we hail need of doinj:. Wc asked the L>rdi 
Bisli"ps from Uume that they would cuinmunicaie wiih us 
'~ these acts ; they refused, sav in:;, th<u they had not 



SHIr e<t lll« CHUon elandntlnus et siibrrptltlut, qncm Ansloliiis 
•am reliqiTis o*t«vt«ftha, ml prHmannraitw ercle«iH eimpumndam, 
MfsU* a^S'Ktit'U!! et caatrtdicntUMU. «»nmtiii^»q«» diisial prucu- 
fSlvlt.'* — L.«l>t>e «n(t Cwm. torn, iv . p. 0117. 

t How tlia Lrfjiratej e >!iLl bimbsent, uxdxtiha s^me timepppceieff 
«4iat wHa dine nrrvpfAJoiufy In iheir atiarnee, vrthiak wynsicm 
Wertky III wJaiioa »y Hi* gmav awai aiMialfl ttu aJu I ho 4tts«aml 
abSo ix> •><ia> 

I Cunonestiaiseqiuuitur. Hon extant In codiciVai Gr«e!aiD«niiaciiySir 
.jUM hatat'nu' h:Jiu Concitll, ftr. Cojoi ri'l MDM ea eaae Yfdctnr, 
gUn Aii^ioin Owxitnrinrigi.iitJuii Sptmpi U r imiu D ti t l iem nc /fa wfc , 
«Mat<K<«a^MMK<zit«o:i«Jjnf»i»ivrut£aan(, |MirlhBsCiiaallU.pro- 
fnaltJ, M^^^Mu Kb «ia butMM:r.(tU tai riu.t ; t-x (laortt^ frimo, ^9^ aat 
asTih. (Ii«,riini (Mtriarctiarafs Aiex^nartaA t-t Amtecfaaal pririlqrfa a 
■Boa" -'"' Nicmu eiatela tatripsttontar, at yrimataa ejnaln Eoaiaria 
jaat Bomuiu^ ptauMceia wiinnsarnr."— Ijlilia n-f fi— ; t«B.lv.,p. 



receiveil such commands. We referred the niaiicr to viuir 
* ma^nificen<*c,' and yon ordered that the present holy 
fouiieil shimld examine these matters. As your liiiih- 
nesses » ere going out, the must holy B'sbops who were 
present, ri.sing up, as if in a common cause, dcnianikd 
that tlie^e things should he transacted, aud they are here 
(.resent ; nor was this matter sped in secret, or by stealth, 
but caiionictlly ami in order." 

The " illnstrioiu" judges said — 

" Iiet the acts which were sped be re-read." 

Am] the roll liaviog been produced by the Archdeacon 
Aetius. Beroniciaous, the Secretary of the Consistory, 
rea<l it. 

[Here fullows the 28th canon cerbatim, with the 
formal signatures of above 2 >0 bishops aiinu.scd. including 
thase of Const intinople, Antiuch, and Jerusalem.] 

The Legate, Lucentiua, then said — 

" First, let your hijclicsses well deliberate, because 
this was enacted bycireumvenlion with the holy Bishops, 
so that they were compelltd to subscribe, the canun.4 
not having been enrolled, of which they made mention." 

( Tliese words having been interpreted by Beronicianus, 
the Secretary) the most reverend Bishops exclaimed— 

" No ONE was couPEi.i.iiD !" 

The Legates, then, having referred to the Canons o' 
the 818 bishops (ibc Council of Nice I, and the Legate 
Boniface having, at the instance of the Ardideacou of 
Constantinople, read a portion of their instructions from 
Pupe Leo, the Imperial Cummissioncrs directed that 
each party should produce the Canons they relied on. 

The canona of Nice aud Constantinople, relating to 
the matters in dispute, were accordingly read at length. 
Faschasiiiua. however, reading the 6th canun of Nice 
wiih an addition prefixed, which asserted, that the 
Church of Rume had always had a primacy ; and Aetius, 
the Archdeacon uf Constantinople, causing their copy 
to be re.td, which had no such addition. MThtireupoa thei 
" most glorioiu" judges said — 

" Let the Asiatic and Pontic bishops, who have sub- 
scribed the roil which has been re-read, say, if they sub- 
scrit>cd it voluntarily, or whether ihey were compelied' 
by any necessity imposed on them." 

The Bisb->p» of Funtus and AaiA then passing over 
iuto the middle of the Council, Diogenes, the mosC> 
reverend Bishop of Cyzicom, said, ''Before God, I sub- 
scribed voluntarily." 

Florentius, Bishop of Sardium ; Romauus, Bishop of 
Myra; Cak)genes, of Claudiopolia; Seleucus, of Amasia ; 
Eleutherius, of Chalcedon ; Peter, cfQangra; Nanechitis, 
of Laodicsea ; Mariniantts, of Synnada ; Pergamus, of! 
Autioch, in Pisidia; Critooiamu, of Aprocliaiackir{> 
Snsebius, of Dorytomn ; and Antiochvs, Bishop of! 
flinope, successively said, " 1 subscrilied spontaueou^j." 

The rest of the moat reverend Bish^w rirlaiasrtl, 
'■■Wb scbscubsd »r -oom amm 



After some farther statemenu connected solely wit^ 
the foiMBs oT ordinatM by attoe of tke aubordinat* 
•shopfcaotibearing ii any waj^o« the p«Dtei«i question, 
Ae judjles annmi-^si<Mera thrii'aairl — 

'- Fr««i w<Mt has b«en ihme.'Ond deposeS toAy each, W9 
are of opinion that the first place liefore all (rpi wavrmv 
/ii» ri trpuTiin), and the principal honour accunlinc 
to the canons, should be preserved to the Archbishop m 
fancitiMklbMlt,, betovwl of G'4 ; but that the most hoi/ 
An-hhishup of royal Constantinople, or new Itume, ought 
to enjoy the tame pririleoes of honour, and is worthy of 
the same, and that he should have power to ordain tha 



the U.dy anil Universal Council deij;n to teach wb 
giM»l to themselves.* 

The mo~t reverend Bishops exclaimed — 

'•This is a just 8eniettre--we alt say these ilHoES'— they 
are agreeil to by all. This is a jaat decree. Let tboso 
ihintis prevail which h>ve been oidained. This is a just 
sraienee. All things have lieen decreed r«-gular!y. W« 
beseech yon dismiss us. By the safety of the Etnpenr 
dismiss us. We all rvmaiaof thisupiaiun— weall »a/dM 
same things." 

The miwi reverend Bishop Lncentius, 'Vicar of the'^wa- 
tolic See, ilieh said: — 

'* The Apostolic See ought not to be hnmbled in onr 
presence ; awl. iherefiTP, whatever things »-er« yestenlay 
done to tlieprejulice Of the Canons, or rOles, in our ali.-.ence, 
we beseech voiir highnc&ses that you may order to be can- 
celled, but if ot'ierwise, that our opposition nav apjiear oa 
these acta, that we may know wb.it we ought to rdate to 
the Apostolical and pnncipil Bisbnp of ihd whole Church 
(ii-o<rijj (cicXi)<f<a<,' r^oKXovTi iviatiir^), that he may bo 
able tu show it to be to t le injury uf hissee, or to the over- 
turning of the Canona.'' 

The most reverend John. Bishop of Setiaste, said, 
"We ail remain of the oprnirm of yoor magaiticeniA'" 

The most d4u*mri«a.*« jtrrtges said — 

" What wo have spukvu the tvbole Coancil has ap- 
proved.'' 

Tho< ended the proee«l!n2<>'orihe fonrtfi Orneral Coun- 
cil, on thelst No^-emller, a D. 451. and our rcuHer.^, wc ^np- 
pose, will now be able t'jnilte tor themselves, fioni ihi.voji/y 
extant record itf then grave prntrtdinas, ivhether there b« 
any pretence for saving with Binius, or the Itoniaii KtK- 
tors of the CuunctU, that the 28th Canon of the Council 
of Chalcedon was the result ufjitrct, circumvention, vr 
frauds 

The way in which the Popes were obliged to dell with 
it afierwanls remains still to be exp'nined ami considered ; 
but from Ihe lenuth to which the preceding mattes- bavo ' 
already extended, we think it will be more cunreuient to 
make it the subject of a future article. 

THE 



INDELIBLE CHaRACTEB" OF HOLT 
ORDEKS 
It is agreed among nearly all wlio call tbemrelves Chtis- 
liana mat Christ instituted a ministry in Uii Cnnreh, 
which ministry is to continue. 

Controversies have arisen as to the nature of this min- 
istry — ill what it consists — liow it mui^t be obinined 

whether it can be actually lost, or only suspended as to 
its extrci^e, and also as to its powers. 

On all these points difftirenccs of opinion have existed 
among Protestant Charclies and sect j — not only between 
one Church or sect and another, but between members of 
the same Churcli or sect. But the differences which 
have existeil in the Church of Home on these points are 
more remarkable than any others; for all other differ- 
encjs sink into the shade in comparison with IniaUi- 
bility disagreeing with itself. 

We have no question to move concerning that in wliidt 
all are agreed — tiie Divine iiistituiion, and the perpe- 
tuity of the Christian ministry. But on the points on 
wl:ich opinions have been so varied, and assertions so 
cnnfidenc, we wish to find some light fur ourselves and 
for our readers, at least so far as iimy enable us to judge 
whether it be necessary to maintain, or even to entertain, 
some of the opiniotis which are most cuufidently 
asserted. 

In matters in respect of which there has been so little 
agreement in the Church, we are not mncli moved by the 
assertions or opinions of any parties or individuals. In 
snch a case we look to the word of God fur what is cer- 
tain and necessary ; at the same time, wc use the history 
of chorcb law and opinion to refute those who exclaim 
that their own private opinions have always been held in 
the Church as certain and necessary. 

A leading question at the present day, as between 
Protestants and Boman Catholics, respects the nafare 
of the Christian ministry, — whether it be an office to 
whii^ men aiv appointed f or whether it consist in an 
operation performed, or a "character," or mark indel- 
Kbly stamped or impressed in the soul of an individual, 
thereby qTialifying him to be "a channel of grace" to 
other men, in a manner iu which none can he ; whoM 
soul has n ot been so operated on or stamped. 



^ Ve have taken tlM whole of these procfedlnffa from the recarda o t 
(be Council in Labba and C^aaaart, torn. It., p. 793 to 8 0. Our ur 
teamed rtadera mtT Bud a ibort ei^itome of tiiia 16!h Stsslna id Da 
pin's feclea. HIat. vol. 1., p. 878. UuUn edition, 1721. They will da 
well alao to comnlt Btabop Siintasflcec'a worts, vol. ir, p. il3, tK a 
llrel/ lumiiiar; of ttis whole matter. 



